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NIHR Imperial Biomedical Research Centre Public Involvement in Research Prize 2026
Application Form
Once completed, please email this application form to Ana Antunes-Martins (BRC Programme Manager; a.antunesmartins@imperial.ac.uk) no later than 5:00 pm on 19th January 2027. Applications received after this deadline will not be considered.
	1. Project

	Title 
	



	Title in plain English 
(Note: avoid jargon or technical terms, to be understood by those with no scientific knowledge)
	

	Duration (start and end date) 
	

	BRC Theme (if applicable)
	

	2. Project Team

	Lead researcher (Researcher who led and delivered the public involvement activities for the project)

	Name: 
	

	Staff / Student ID number[footnoteRef:1]: [1:  Your staff/student ID number will be used to collect EDI information, which will be analysed in an aggregated form. If you do not wish for your EDI data to be considered, please leave this field blank.] 

	

	E-mail address:
	

	Job title/role:
	

	Faculty/Department 
	

	Other Imperial team members (please list names if applicable).
	

	Please list all members of the project team including public contributors or the name of the community/group/charity involved.  
	

	3. Plain English Summary 

	Provide a plain English summary of the research project, including:
· What is the problem being addressed by the research? How was this problem identified? How common is the condition or how many people are affected by the issue being researched? 
· Describe the population most affected by this condition/issue, including age, gender, ethnicity and other relevant protected characteristics, if available.  
· Why is the research needed?
· What type of research was carried out e.g. clinical trial, health data research, basic research, qualitative research etc.?  
· How many participants/data points/ samples were involved?
· How were the participants recruited or data/samples obtained?
· Describe the diversity of the participants of the research
· Summary of the main results (350 words max) 

Note: A plain English summary is a clear, brief summary of the research that has been written for members of the public, rather than researchers or professionals. It should be written clearly and simply, without jargon or acronyms and with an explanation of any technical terms.
(300 words max)

	

	4.  Patient benefit 

	How could/can this research benefit those most affected by the condition/issue being researched? 
(200 words max) 

	

	5.  Summary of the Public Involvement

	· How were public contributors identified to be involved?
· How many members of the public were involved and what is their connection to the condition/issue being researched e.g. patient, carer, charity staff member? 
· Describe the public involvement activities at each stage of the research cycle (set out below)
Note: Stages of the research cycle: 
· Identifying and/or prioritising the research question
· Funding
· Designing the project	Comment by Phayza Fudlalla: Some project coproducing with public contributors 	Comment by Piggin, Maria M: Most applications will be related to early translational research and therefore not be able to be co-produced e.g. lab research or trials. Co-production is almost in another category than public involvement so if an applicant has undertaken coproduction they will automatically win due to the level of involvement of the public contributors. This is another reason why I think the applicants should be restricted to early career researchers as Stephanie suggested and those undertaking early translational research (which the BRC exists to support)
· Managing the project
· Undertaking the research
· Analysing the research data/results
· Disseminating the research results
· Implementing the research results
· Evaluating the impact of public involvement 
(250 words max) Public involvement impact log for researchers (.xlsx)

	

	6. Research inclusion

	· Which groups are underrepresented in research relating to this condition or issue?
· How did you ensure the perspectives and experiences of people from those groups were included in this study?
· How were the public contributors supported to enable their involvement?
(250 words max)

	

	7. Impact of Public Involvement

	· What impact did the public involvement have on the research (i.e. what changed as a result of the public contributors’ input?).- Please provide as much detail as possible 
· How did the public involvement affect the researcher(s) personally? 
· How will the public involvement change any future public involvement undertaken by the researchers 
· What was the impact on the public contributor(s) of being involved in the project?

For guidance on potential impacts of public involvement, please refer to the Public Involvement Impact Log. (300 words max)
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